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SXSW BY THE NUMBERS!

 

OPERATIONAL IMPACT 
The SXSW event lasts only two weeks in March, 
but the event's scale and complexity requires a 
year-round operation. In this respect, SXSW 
resembles any other private firm conducting 
business in Austin. SXSW maintains a full-time 
staff of approximately 120 workers; temporary and 
seasonal workers represent the equivalent of an 
additional 50 full-time workers. SXSW's Austin 
headquarters—the operational output—is just one 
component of the total economic impact analysis. 

!" SXSW, Inc. 
Official SXSW Parties 

Official Sponsors #"

ATTENDANCE IMPACT 
The attendance economic impact includes 
expenditures by attendees of all sanctioned 
SXSW events, as well as expenditures by official 
exhibitors. 

!"Attendees 
Exhibitors #"

DIRECT IMPACT 

$111.7 MILLION 

Direct economic impacts include expenditures 
directly injected into the local economy by 
SXSW, official sponsors, event attendees and 
exhibitors.  A direct economic impact 
attributable to SXSW, for example, might 
include revenues from a catering company 
associated with hosting official festival events.  

INDIRECT IMPACT  

$31.4 MILLION 

Indirect effects include increases in sales, 
income and jobs associated with companies 
that benefit from SXSW expenditures. A 
representative indirect impact attributable to 
SXSW might include the increased revenue of 
a food distribution company that supplies 
products to SXSW’s caterer. 

INDUCED IMPACT  

$24.7 MILLION 

Induced effects attributable to SXSW include 
spending by individuals who experience 
increased earnings as a result of the festival 
and conference. Groceries and other goods 
and services purchased by a catering company 
employee with the earnings from SXSW are 
representative of induced impacts. 

TOTAL IMPACT $167.8 MILLION 

+ 

+ 
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